THE PROVISIONAL  GOVERNMENT
''Down with the war," "Give us bread." The rising was not under
the leadership of the Bolsheviks, although it was no doubt influ-
enced by their agitation. At first the revolt met with considerable
success; in fact, it nearly brought down the regime. "The position
of the Government," wrote Sir George Buchanan, "on the after-
noon was a very critical one, and had not the Cossacks and a few
loyal regiments come out in time to save them they would have
had to capitulate."
In the midst of the struggle the Bolshevik offices and press were
raided, and forged documents were circulated purporting to prove
that Lenin and his colleagues were German agents. All this gave
the bourgeoisie and their hangers-on their oppportunity. The
Provisional Government decided to arrest the Bolshevik leaders.
Some were thrown into prison. Others sought refuge in flight.
Had Lenin been caught he would certainly have been murdered.
General Polovtsov relates: "The officer who was going off to the
summer resort of Terrioki in Finland, where we suspected Lenin
to be in hiding, came to ask me for my last instructions, and inquired
whether I wished to receive this gentleman alive. I smilingly
reminded him of the fact that very often prisoners try to escape,
and that in those cases one has to shoot immediately.
"My Intelligence Department reaped a golden harvest in its
hunt after the Bolsheviks, but unfortunately the officer who was
tracking Lenin arrived in Terrioki half an hour after that hero
had fled from there. The officer would not have forgotten my last
instructions, and the world would never have heard of that danger-
ous prophet again."1
The mentality here revealed by General Polovtsov's frank and
boastful admission was typical of the officers serving under the
Kerensky Government.
Immediately after the rising had been liquidated the Provisional
Government, in another proclamation to the nation, promised that
the elections to the Constituent Assembly would take place at the
"appointed time," i.e. September 17, 1917. Later the "appointed
1 Glory and Downfall, by Polovtsov.
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